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PAGE 01 STRASB 00142 2I0906Z 
ACTION SCS-05 

INFO OCT-OI ISO-00 SCA-OI L-03 10-14 DHA-02 EUR-12 
H-02 /040W 

012879 210910Z/13 

PR211025Z JUL 77 
FM AMCONSUL STRASBOURG 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 1044 
INFO AMEMBASSY PARIS 

UNCLAS STRASBOURG 142 

FOR SCS 

E.0.11652:N/A 
TAGS: CARR, FR. 

SUBJECT: LEGAL REPRESENTATION AVAILABLE TO AMERICANS ARRESTED 
ABROAD 

REE: A) STATE 169217 B) PARIS 19086 

1. ALTHOUGH POST HAS HAD RELATIVELY FEW ARREST CASES INVOLVING AMERI 

CANS, OUR EXPERIENCE AGREES WITH THE INFORMATION GIVEN BY EMBASSY 
PARIS WITH REGARD TO THE AVAILABILITY AND RELATIVE QUALITY OF 
LEGAL COUNSEL EOR AMERICANS ARRESTED IN FRANCE. EMBASSY S DESCRIP- 
TION OF FRENCH PUBLIC DEFENDER APPLIES HERE AS WELL. 

2. FREE LEGAL REPRESENTATION IS READILY AVAILABLE IN THE STRASBOURG 
AREA. AS IN PARIS, COURT APPOINTED COUNSEL HAS BEEN RARE EOR 
ACCUSED AMERICANS SINCE MOST HAVE HAD SUFEICIENT FUNDS TO RETAIN 
PRIVATE ATTORNEYS. IN THE FEW CASES WHERE AN ATTORNEY WAS 
APPOINTED, THE ONLY MARKED DIFFERENCE IN PERFORMANCE FROM THAT 
OF A PRIVATE ATTORNEY SEEMED TO BE A LACK OF CONSCIENTIOUSNESS 

IN VISITING PRISONERS, ESPECIALLY IF THEY WERE LOCATED AT SOME 
DISTANCE FROM WHERE THE ATTORNEY PRACTICED. ALTHOUGH THIS WAS 
IRRITATING TO THE PRISONER, THE QUALITY OF LEGAL REPRESENTATION 
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